
Laser Containing Equipment Disposal Flowchart

No

Disposal
Process

Are electrical hazards
disabled?

Does the chamber
contain a dye?

Are chambers
present that

contain a gas?

Start: Researcher has a piece of equipment they wish to dispose of...
Step 1: Take picture of the label on the machine that includes: manufacturer, make and model # & laser classification type

Step 2: Email information to lasersafety@columbia.edu and await advice on disposal. 

1. Contact the manufacturer to disable
or consult with an EH&S, LSO approved
expert laser user, on disabling electrical
hazards.

2. Once electrical hazards are disabled,
request e-clearance by emailing
labsafety@columbia.edu.

3. Label equipment “laser containing
equipment for electronic recycling”

4. Submit facility service pickup request
for pickup of e-waste for recycling. 

Yes
Affix chemical
waste label &
submit for
chemical waste
pickup, use
following
steps:

Is it labeled
for it’s
contents?

1. Containing XXX gas
2. Check nonhazardous
characteristic box on
waste label
3. Submit chemical
waste pickup 

NO

1. Affix label & list
contents on
chemical waste label

Request e-clearance

2. List “laser chamber
containing xxx dye”

YES

3. Check TOXIC
characteristic box on
chemical waste label

4. Submit chemical
waste pickup 

1. By emailing
labsafety@columbia.edu for
clearance label provided by
EH&S

2. Label equipment “Laser
containing equipment for
electronic recycling” 

3. Submit facility service pickup
request for pickup of e-waste
for recycling
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Contact manufacturer to
identify gas, proceed to  
“Yes” step

YES

NO

NOYES

Note 1: Inert gases such as Helium, Argon, Neon are typically used
Note 2: Dyes are often toxic in nature, but not RCRA regulated


